What Bunnies Don't Like!

Excerpt from ‘The Wonderful World of Pet Rabbits’ book.
Available from the author Christine Carter, phone (02) 6231 5862
E-mail: ccarter@netspeed.com.au
Website: http://www.petrabbitworld.com/

If you want to have a good relationship with your bunny, to gain his trust and affection,
be sure to find out what he does not like. Take particular note of the advice that follows
to ensure a lovable pet that you can enjoy and admire, rather than one with unsociable

behaviour as a result of being exposed to incidents of annoyance, stress or fear.

Here is a list of what bunnies find objectionable:

X Being tickled, touched or poked on the nose — this is a particularly
sensitive area. Bunnies much prefer long, slow, patting strokes
from their forehead down to their rump as well as having their
ears massaged and gently caressed over and around their eyes.

When initially reaching towards bunny it is preferable to offer the
back of your hand rather than present outstretched (possibly
perceived as intimidating) fingers.

x Car trips, which are upsetting and uncomfortable. Take special
care when travelling during hot weather. Cover the carry cage with
a wet towel and place a frozen bottle of water next to him.

X Being held for too long: bunny becomes restless and impatiently ({
scratches or nibbles your clothing. Such behaviour means he has
had enough and needs a break (usually he is trying to tell you he desperately needs a
toilet break as he can only hang on for so long!).

X Visits to the vets, which are highly unappreciated and nerve-racking. Apart from the
stress of being in a strange environment, a major problem is that bunnies do not feel
particularly safe and secure during an examination on a slippery metal table. Take your
own small piece of carpet or a rubber mat to provide a more stable and secure footing.

X Not being able to get out and jump about, run around and enjoy the sunshine. Provide a
safe exercise area, perhaps with a pipe, log or a ramp to explore and have lots of fun.

X Being roughly handled, groomed harshly, disciplined with smacks or water sprayed in
their face, which instigates either aggressiveness or extreme timidness towards humans.
If you think your bunny is naughty and you want to convey your displeasure, he will take
more notice of a stamping sound, a growling voice or ‘time-out’ segregation in his hutch.

x Harassment or being chased by: barking dogs, stalking cats, foxes or ferrets; being near
rodents or reptiles; or being left unprotected from swooping magpies, currawongs or
eagles. A rabbit knows it is potential prey to many different predators and he needs
continuos safeguarding.

x Being picked up or held incorrectly. Regardless of seeing magicians pull a rabbit out of a

hat, it is cruel and painful to lift them up by the ears. Ask an experienced rabbit fancier
for a demonstration of correct handling. To gain confidence routinely practice as most



rabbits are sensitive and will know if you are unsure or nervous. Bunnies tend to feel
reassured once they know they are in secure confident hands.

Living in a small hutch with a low roof or a hutch that is overcrowded. Don’t cramp their
style, make sure the hutch is adequate in size and height.

Living in their own accumulation of filth. Regularly clean out hutches for a healthier,
happier bunny. A layer of wood shavings with straw on top provides suitable bedding,
otherwise try carpet mats and or a litter tray.

Having someone (or something) suddenly rush up or make a sudden movement past her
hutch. If an unprepared bunny cannot see or hear you coming, she may take fright and
cause serious injury to herself. Try to make a moderate amount of noise during your
approach — perhaps you could even start humming or singing.

Cleaning or moving things about in her domain, which may upset or threaten her,
especially if she is territorial. It is best to place bunny in a carry cage instead of initiating
or causing aggravation.

Lack of variety in their diet or having no choice but to eat a boring pellets only diet.
Include daily handfuls of hay, different kinds of vegetation and vegetables, grass and
weeds on their menu.

Not being able to drink water when she is thirsty or being forced to drink dirty water.
Provide fresh, cool water in clean bowls or bottles.

Being immersed in water or bathed. Just like cats, rabbits prefer to clean themselves. If
an area such as their feet or bottom becomes particularly dirty, use warm water and a
little pet shampoo, then rinse and dry with a towel.

Wearing a pretty, colourful collar, perhaps even with a jangling bell. They are definitely
not appreciated nor a safe ornament. Try to adore bunny rabbits in their natural state.

X Loud unexpected noises, which can startle a rabbit. Their highly
sensitive ears can accurately pinpoint even faint sounds. Some are
more laid back than others and seem unperturbed and or acclimatised
to loud noises, whilst others startle easily. Something unexpected such
as firecrackers or thunderstorms however could easily frighten anyone.
Frightened rabbits fling their bodies in a fear response, potentially
breaking or fracturing bones. Be considerate when you are aware there
will be loud noise close by, and temporarily move your pet a reasonable
distance away.




